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cratic basis, which is the only poissible and durable basis in civilized society.
To accuse the supporters of freedom of self-determination, i.e., freedom to secede, of encouraging separatism, is as foolish and as hypocritical as accusing the advocates of freedom of divorce of encouraging i[he destruction of family ties. Just as in bourgeois society the defenders of privilege and corruption, on which bourgeois marriage rests, oppose freedom of divorce, so, in the capitalist state, repudiation of the right to self-determination, i.e., the right of nations to secede, means simply defending the privileges of the dominating nation and police methods of administration to the detriment of democratic methods.
No doubt, the political corruption engendered by all the relations prevailing   in   capitalist  society (sometimes  leads members of parliament and journalists to indulge in frivolous and even in nonsensical twaddle about one or another nation seceding. But only reactionaries can allow themselves to be  frightened   (or  pretend to be   frightened)   by such twaddle.  Those who stand by  democratic principles, i.e-> who insist  that questions of state be decided by the mass of the population, know very well that   fihere is a very big difference between  wlnat the  politicians prate about and what the people d-ecide. The mass of the population knows perfectly well from daily experience the value of geographical and economic ties and the advantages of a big market and of a big state. They will, therefore, resort to secession only when national oppression and national friction make joint life absolutely intolerable and hinder all and any economic intercourse. In that case, the interests of capitalist development "and of the freedom of the class struggle will be best served by secession.
Thus, froim whatever angle we approach Mr. Kokosih-kin*s arguments they prove to be the acme of absurdity and a moclcery of the principles of democracy. But there is a modicum of logic in these arguments, the logic of the class